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It is eminently practical; it is comprehensive; and being the result of many years' experience in the management of the insane, it is of considerable authority. The writer had personally felt the want of sound knowledge on the pathology and treatment of insanity, when he first undertook the duty of medical superintendent of the institutions for the insane; and, as a thoughtful observer, he could not but remark how lamentably defective in that kind of knowledge the medical profession generally was. Impressed with the importance of this class of diseases, with the gravity of their relations, and with the general neglect and ignorance of the whole subject, he perseveringly laboured to establish a school of clinical instruction at the asylums under his direction, and finally succeeded.
His course is delivered alternately in the establishment for males, and in that for females.
One lecture is delivered every week throughout the year, and each continues two hours. These often usher in a violent attack of mania.
The mental condition, as manifested in conversations, is always an important point. Professor Guislain gives illustrations as to the mode of conducting these in the various forms of insanity. Certain words may serve as guides to the examination. Thus, why measures the degree of intelligence, or the reasoning faculty?e.g., " Why are you here T How, the faculty of causation. Since, when, detect failures in the memory.
How much, tests the faculty of enumeration. The attention may be tried by instructing the patient to perform certain simple acts, or noting whether his eye catches that of the physician when he is addressed. Letters written by the patient supply very important indications of his state of mind.
In the definition of insanity, Professor Guislain finds the same difficulties as other writers.
He defines it as a chronic, apyretic disease, in which the ideas and actions are subjected to an irresistible power. The individual has experienced a change in his mode of feeling, perceiving, thinking, acting,?in his habits and character. It is a condition which contrasts with the feelings, thoughts, and acts of those around him; it is an affection which makes it impossible for him to act for his self-preservation, and as a being responsible to God and to society. Or The reader will probably go readily along with us in this broad outline of the relation of the more important instincts to insanity. There are some of the subordinate class, which perhaps he will hesitate to place in the same category, until he has observed and reflected on the phenomena, natural and morbid. We refer to the group of instincts which provide for the care of the person, for the regulation of animal temperature, the cleanliness and comfort of the surface, the provision of a home, and for the wants of the future.
In all these, we have morbid changes developing very remarkable forms of insanity. They are instincts which may be termed the artistic, as they are the basis of nearly all the arts of life. While writing this article, we have explored the heavens with the " telescopic tubes;" and far beyond the universe of stars, we find the greatest wonder in creation to be this same pulpy, easily-destroyed machine, whereby the human mind is enabled to estimate the size and distance ot bodies }7et unseen, and to send its plummet deep into infinity.
The feeling of pain implies the existence of consciousness?that power which is the basis of all mental phenomena. In 
